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Vision Statement
Jesus said: ‘Love each other as I have loved you’. John 15:12
Our school motto, ‘EVERYONE matters, EVERYONE achieves’ is at the heart of everything we do and believe.
At St George’s Primary School, we aim to prepare the children in our care to become well-rounded members of society on their journey through school life and beyond. We strongly believe that children learn best and can achieve their potential when they are happy and content. We endeavour to provide a safe learning environment with a warm, welcoming atmosphere which creates a sense of belonging amongst the children, the staff, the families and the community. We embrace their individuality and diversity, always encouraging respect and acceptance of each other as equal human beings and celebrating our differences.
 We have high expectations of the children and we work hard to support them to become the best that they can be. For our children to flourish, socially and academically, we aim to provide an outstanding education that is both challenging and inclusive. All children are encouraged to embrace the many opportunities and the support school provides, so that they become curious learners who are motivated and resilient with a ‘Can do’ attitude. Our aim is to provide the children of St George’s with countless positive experiences, along with happy lifelong  memories, from their time with us. We also have high expectations of attendance. We encourage families to be at school every day and to arrive on time in order to not miss any learning. 
Through our supportive and inclusive Christian ethos, we are proud to foster our school values of kindness, respect, friendship, perseverance, honesty, happiness, forgiveness and responsibility, embedding these within everyday life at school. We believe that the emotional health and wellbeing of the whole school community is fundamental to the ongoing success of our school.
We aspire to make our school a place of excellence where we educate, nurture and value everyone; that ALL children will enjoy learning and achieve their potential in the ‘St George’s Way.’
‘Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love.’ Mother Teresa.







Introduction
Our daily Act of Worship is consistent with the principles and practices of the Church of England.  Collective Worship at St. George’s plays an important part in the life of our school.  We regard “Worship” as a daily experience which is special and separate from everyday activities, with prayer and communal singing.  It is time set aside with a distinctively spiritual atmosphere that is conducive to worship.  We meet collectively to ensure the right of each individual present, to respond in thoughtful reflection or by prayer as a unique individual, so that no-one’s faith or integrity is compromised.  We provide our children with the opportunity to worship God, to consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs.  We encourage participation and response, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining in the worship offered.

Collective Worship at St. George’s School is mainly Christian in content, and relates to the age, aptitudes and family backgrounds of our pupils.  Festivals of other faiths are acknowledged where appropriate.  Collective Worship normally forms part of our school assembly or its entirety.  Collective Worship is part of our school’s contribution to promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of every child.  It is a good time to celebrate the worth of God and value of every single person in the school community.

The school aims to stimulate the pupils’ imagination and to deepen their understanding of themselves and of themselves in relation to God and ultimate questions through daily acts of worship.  The act of worship is in language and concepts the pupils understand, based on themes to deepen their interest and understanding of God, themselves and the world and which require a strong element of participation of all those present.  We have diverse assemblies to cater for the different needs of our pupils.  Children in the early years need to take part in worship in which language and concepts appropriate to their ages are used.  Older children need material which challenges their developing perceptions of themselves and of the world, and their beliefs about it.  Although there may be a teaching element within the worship sessions, this is not the primary aim; we believe that worship is a celebration of the created world, our understanding and beliefs about it and God’s activity in it.

As a church school we have the responsibility of ensuring our values are founded on the wisdom and understanding of the Christian faith and particularly in gospel values founded in the reality of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  It is the Christian tradition that gives our values content and the story of Jesus that gives our values moral substance. 



Aims of Collective Worship

· To enhance the spiritual development and response of pupils - to foster reflection, meditation, prayer and silence.
· to promote a set of shared values which can act as a guide to behaviour
· To foster empathy and imagination, enabling pupils to participate in a variety of ways.
· To explore and enjoy praise and prayer.
· To affirm the Christian faith and the Christian status of Jesus as Son of God.
· To enable pupils to reflect on the experiences of Christian adherents.
· To foster and value a search for a faith to live by.
· To learn about and reflect upon Christian Teaching, Biblical material and Christian festivals, in a way that relates to the pupil’s experience and living together in a community.
· To celebrate the presence of God in human life.

Aims for Assembly

· To recognise the beliefs and cultures of others, particularly those represented in the school community.
· To develop a sense of community and shared values.
· To consider and respond to the needs of others and to foster charitable works.
· To be challenging and inspiring.
· To celebrate achievements of members of the school that are held to be of worth.
· To foster an atmosphere allowing for spiritual reflection and response.

Collective Worship and Assembly

Collective worship and assembly are not the same thing, but it is usual for an act of worship to take part during an assembly.  Collective worship involves us gathering together to express feelings of respect and worth for ourselves, others, for our local community and our world as gifts from God, as distinct from meeting together simply to exchange information or deal with organisational issues.

It is therefore desirable to create the right atmosphere.  Music will be chosen to be played as we enter and leave the hall.  All pupils and staff will have the opportunity to sit quietly, to listen and to reflect. Each teacher, during the course of the year, will choose some music for the start of our collective worship.  

Senior Leaders will lead collective worship on a weekly basis and the remainder of staff will lead an assembly once per year, on a rota basis. Teachers also share responsibility for leading class or year group worship.  Children are encouraged take responsibility for planning and delivering worship. 

In our school the process of worship takes place through a variety of media, song, story, drama, music and poetry.  It takes place through class assemblies as well as adult-led worship time. The vicar of St. George’s is a regular visitor to school.

Our St George’s family enjoys meeting together in church for our Celebration of Song services.(As we are such a large school now, the Church is the perfect venue to host the whole school) In addition, the school worships in church to celebrate Harvest, Easter and Christmas; to mark the transition of Year 6 into Year 7 and to share the charity work the school participates in each year. Years 1-6 perform in Church at Christmas in a series of Carol Concerts. Children also take part in additional services at church on special occasions, such as Remembrance. Parents and friends of the school are invited on these occasions. 

Management, Planning and Evaluation of Collective Worship

At present, the head teacher and worship co-ordinators are responsible for managing this area on a day to day basis, ensuring all legal requirements are complied with.  This involves the production of a coherent programme for Collective Worship, which has continuity of Christian teaching and experience, and breadth and balance as is appropriate to the school community.  The planning of whole school worship is currently the responsibility of the head teacher and the worship co-ordinators. Consideration is given to potential issues that could be used for the following year. These will include:
· the church year
· major events projected for the forthcoming year – in school, locally or nationally
· religious themes
· charitable causes

The Children’s Worship Team
The Worship Team, which includes children from each year group, works together with teachers and governors to help with the planning, delivery and evaluation of worship. The Worship Team collects ideas from each class about the themes they would like to include in Collective Worship.  They find (or write) appropriate stories and prayers, as well as being influential in the selection of music and songs. During Collective Worship, the children play an active part in delivering the planned stories through drama, readings and presentations.


Worship Areas within School

Every classroom has an area for reflection.  
The entrance hall promotes the Christian distinctiveness of the school with art work, quotes, prayer box/book and a display.
In the main hall, the worship table at the front of the hall, alongside the three candles, is the focus of whole school worship.  The cloth on the table matches the appropriate liturgical colour.  The display board reflects current worship.  
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