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Vision Statement:

Jesus said: ‘Love each other as I have loved you’. John 15:12
Our school motto, ‘EVERYONE matters, EVERYONE achieves’ is at the heart of everything we do and believe.
At St George’s Primary School, we aim to prepare the children in our care to become well-rounded members of society on their journey through school life and beyond. We strongly believe that children learn best and can achieve their potential when they are happy and content. We endeavour to provide a safe learning environment with a warm, welcoming atmosphere which creates a sense of belonging amongst the children, the staff, the families and the community. We embrace their individuality and diversity, always encouraging respect and acceptance of each other as equal human beings and celebrating our differences.
 We have high expectations of the children and we work hard to support them to become the best that they can be. For our children to flourish, socially and academically, we aim to provide an outstanding education that is both challenging and inclusive. All children are encouraged to embrace the many opportunities and the support school provides, so that they become curious learners who are motivated and resilient with a ‘Can do’ attitude. Our aim is to provide the children of St George’s with countless positive experiences, along with happy lifelong  memories, from their time with us. We also have high expectations of attendance. We encourage families to be at school every day and to arrive on time in order to not miss any learning. 
Through our supportive and inclusive Christian ethos, we are proud to foster our school values of kindness, respect, friendship, perseverance, honesty, happiness, forgiveness and responsibility, embedding these within everyday life at school. We believe that the emotional health and wellbeing of the whole school community is fundamental to the ongoing success of our school.
We aspire to make our school a place of excellence where we educate, nurture and value everyone; that ALL children will enjoy learning and achieve their potential in the ‘St George’s Way.’
‘Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love.’ Mother Teresa.


Introduction
As a church school, we see that the Christian faith informs all aspects of our life together and commits us to a search for truth. The SIAMS schedule 2018 (Strand 7) makes it clear that RE should reflect the school’s Christian vision.
RE at St Georges explores how individuals and communities make meaning and sense of their lives through the major religions of the world. It enables pupils to know about, understand and respond to the important and ultimate questions of life. RE is taught in such a way that it inspires pupils to explore, develop and affirm their own faith and values and have respect for the faith, beliefs and values of others. It aims to encourage children to develop a sensitive interest in the spiritual dimension of like.
As the Church of England document, ‘Making a difference? A review of Religious Education in Church of England schools 2014’ recommends that the RE curriculum in all schools should,
“…….ensure it provides a more coherent, progressive and challenging approach to the teaching of Christianity within the context of the wider exploration of the diversity of religion and belief in the modern world”

“……explore ways of extending pupils’ ability to think theologically and engage in theological enquiry as part of their learning in RE”

RE Statement of Entitlement
RE teaching at this school will be in line with the recommendations of the Statement of Entitlement for Church Schools, published by the Church of England Education Office (June 2016), see link below:

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/1384868/re_statement_of_entitlement_2016.pdf

Christianity will, therefore, be no less than two thirds of RE curriculum time. The teaching of Christianity is core to the teaching of RE in this Church of England school. However, as a Church school we have a duty to foster an accurate and increasing understanding of world religions and worldviews. As a result, pupils will gain greater insight into the world in which they are growing up. They will also learn to appreciate the faith of others and develop a deeper understanding of their own ideas and beliefs. These outcomes must contribute to harmonious relationships within and between communities, promoting social inclusion and combating prejudice and discrimination.


The RE curriculum 
RE teaching also follows the legal requirements of the Education Reform Act (1988), which places RE as part of the basic curriculum; a statutory subject which is an entitlement for all pupils.  The school (if VC) bases its RE provision on the Telford and Wrekin SACRE syllabus.  In addition, the school uses the Lichfield Diocesan RE
Guidelines, Understanding Christianity resources and other appropriate materials to enhance teaching and learning. 

At least 5% of curriculum time will be dedicated to meeting explicitly RE objectives, although the subject may be taught across the curriculum when appropriate.  Within this teaching allocation at least two thirds of subject content will be allocated to an exploration of the Christian faith, and the concepts, beliefs, teachings and practices that lie at its heart.
Aims 
At this school, RE supports and strengthens the vision, ethos and values which are at the heart of what we aim to do in every aspect of school life. The importance placed on the development of the whole child spiritually, morally, socially, culturally and intellectually is reflected in the RE curriculum
Specifically, RE aims to enable pupils of all abilities and stages of development to:
· Develop knowledge and understanding of Christian beliefs and practices so that they understand the importance of the Bible, the role of the church and recognise that for Christians their faith provides a way of interpreting life and its meaning.
· Develop knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of some of the other principal religions in Britain.
· Understand how belief may impact on culture, relationships, values and lifestyle.
· Understand how belief can be expressed in a variety of ways including art, dance, music, ritual celebration and in different cultural settings.
· Develop spiritually, morally, culturally and socially by helping them to reflect upon personal feelings, responses and relationships.
· Explore ways in which religious values and teaching have an impact on actions and decisions for people of faith
· Be supported in their own search for meaning and purpose in life.
· Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.
· Explore concepts of love, forgiveness and sacrifice.
· Develop skills of reflection, empathy, communication, analysis, investigation, interpretation, evaluation and synthesis.
· Develop attitudes of respect, sensitivity, open-mindedness and self-esteem.

Teaching and learning
· The scheme of work for RE will maintain a balance between the two attainment targets: Learning about Religions and Learning from Religions.
· Following advice from the Diocese, our curriculum is made up of units from the Telford and Wrekin Sacre syllabus and the Understanding Christianity resource.
· There will be clear learning outcomes for all units of work, based on the appropriate expectations/levels as set out in the RE syllabus.
· The scheme of work will ensure that there is continuity and progression for pupils and opportunities for assessment in both attainment targets.
· A range of teaching and learning activities will ensure that pupils learn effectively and with interest.
· Pupil progress and attainment in RE will be tracked and recorded at the end of each unit within the pupils books. 
· Progress in RE will form part of pupils’ annual report to parents.
· RE will be taught either as a discrete subject or as part of a cross curricular approach where appropriate.
· A range of visitors will be invited to support the teaching of RE, and where possible, there will be planned visits to places of worship.
· In this school the faiths taught in RE at KS1 are Christianity, Hinduism and Islam and at KS2 Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism.
· Foundation stage provides children with hands on experience of different festivals throughout the year. Though mainly Christian in nature, the children will have experience of other religions. Children learn in a practical way and are given time to share their thoughts and opinions, and are encouraged to explore their interests under the Knowledge and Understanding of the world objectives.  



Subject Leadership
· The RE subject leaders will support and monitor the subject and will receive an adequate budget to do this.
· The RE subject leader will ensure that his/her subject knowledge and expertise are kept up to date by means of regular training.
· The RE subject leader will ensure that staff receive adequate training in the teaching and assessment of RE.
· The RE subject leader will regularly monitor the quality of RE teaching across the school.
· The RE subject leader will liaise with the governor who holds responsibility for RE and they will report regularly to the governing body on progress and attainment in RE.
· The RE subject leader and head teacher will ensure that the principles set out in the National Society’s Statement of Entitlement for RE are implemented.

Right to withdrawal 
At St Georges C of E Primary school we wish to be an inclusive community but recognise that parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education or collective worship on the grounds of conscience, without giving a reason.  Parents wishing to exercise this right are asked to write to the headteacher  who will then invite the parents into school to discuss their concerns, clarify the nature of the RE and worship provided by the school and set out the options open to the parents as set out in education law. However, the right of withdrawal does not extend to other areas of the curriculum when, as may happen on occasion, spontaneous questions on religious matters are raised by pupils or there are issues related to religion that arise in other subjects.  Where a pupil is withdrawn from RE and do not take part in alternative religious education they will be supervised by an appropriate member of staff whilst doing work set by their parents which will seek to further their knowledge and understanding of their parents beliefs and values.


Emotional Health and Wellbeing
At St George’s, the emotional health and wellbeing of our children and staff is of utmost importance to us and we endeavour to support each other in this. Our school motto ‘Everyone Matters, Everyone Achieves’ is at the heart of all we do. We constantly aim to promote a positive approach to learning in RE and support the children who may find aspects of this subject challenging.
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